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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

I am writing this the day after our AGM and the 
4th October meeting when we resumed, at our 
usual venue, the crypt of St Clement Danes. How 
good it was to see old faces. I was delighted (and a 
bit surprised) that the turnout was so good, more or 
less our normal number despite a very wet night and 
inevitable concern about Covid which I felt would 
keep some away.
	 Actually I am particularly delighted the meeting 
was such a success as towards the end of last week 
the speaker, Canon James Garrard, telephoned me 
to say he had had an accident and would not be 
able to come. Every chairman’s nightmare! How 
fortunate that when I telephoned Michael Yelton 
he immediately said he would fill the breach and 
did so magnificently with an excellent talk on the 
Community of Reparation to Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. He has been researching this Order, 
now sadly defunct, for his next book. Their papers 
are in Pusey House and their story is a fascinating 
one, not least as they don’t entirely fit the pattern of 
other women’s religious orders as described in Susan 
Mumm’s book Stolen Daughters, Virgin Mothers. It 
is worth noting Dr Mumm addressed the Society at 
All Saints, Margaret Street, in our early days when 
we were peripatetic. Michael’s researches should, 
all being well, form an Occasional Paper next year 
so I will say no more except that what we heard was 
an excellent ‘taster’ for things to come. Fortunately 
Canon Garrard has said he will send in his lecture so 
that it can be printed and sent out, I hope before the 
end of the year. The view of the Oxford Movement 
from Lambeth will provide another angle on the 
1830s and 40s and compliment other lectures we 
have had on the attitudes of Roman Catholics and 
Methodists to the rise of Tractarianism.
	 Peter Toon provided another perspective, that of 
the Evangelicals, in his book Evangelical Theology, 
1833-1856: A Response to Tractarianism (1980) and I 
suppose the only other perspective we are lacking is 
that of liberal churchmen like Thomas Arnold who 
wrote of the “Oxford Malignants” and F.D. Maurice 
who crossed swords with Dr Pusey over sin after 
baptism.
	 At the AGM we heard how membership had held 
steady at 260 (though we always need new members 
as some die or fail to renew their subscriptions, 
and I put in a plug for more members to consider 
paying by Standing Order). Our finances are in a 

healthy state and this will enable us to keep the costs 
of Occasional Papers down and maintain the high 
quality printing of our recent lectures as well as 
keeping the subscription at £20 p.a. We have also been 
able to give a small grant to someone embarking on a 
PhD on a Tractarian related theme at the University 
of Edinburgh.
	 The present Committee was re-elected en bloc 
but we also welcomed onto the committee Dr Colin 
Podmore who some of you will know. Colin is a long-
term member and served for many years at Church 
House and then, until his fairly recent retirement, as 
Director of Forward in Faith. He will be an excellent 
addition to the team.
	 Our Secretary and Treasurer Brent Skelly was re-
elected to the Committee but he indicated to me over 
the summer that, being conscious that he was getting 
older, he wished to shed some of his responsibilities. 
I would like to use this occasion to pay tribute to 
Brent for the enormous contribution he has made to 
the Society over the years.

Many newer members will not be aware that the 
idea of a Society concerned with Anglo-Catholic 
History came from Brent and the late Michael Farrer 
who approached Bishop Geoffrey Rowell. He agreed 
to become President but owing to his episcopal 
commitments, suggested me as a possible Chair. 
Initially Michael Farrer was secretary and Brent 
treasurer but with Michael’s increasing ill health 
Brent assumed both roles. His house in Islington 
became an excellent base where the committee could 
meet and from which our publications could be sent 
out. Brent has done sterling service over the years not 
least in carrying out so many day to day matters and 
enquiries as well as dealing with printers and much 
of the distribution of publications. We are most 
grateful to him for all he has done, and still continue 
to do.
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	 I have the future programme organised. The 
‘freebee’ sent out with this Newsletter is John Morgan 
Guy’s most welcome study of Anglo-Catholicism in 
Cardiff. On 24th January 2022 we welcome Professor 
Nigel Aston (formerly of the University of Leicester) 
to give what would have been last January’s lecture on 
the High Church Movement in the generation before 
the Tractarians. On 13th June we welcome Fr Robin 
Ward, the Principal of St Stephen’s House, to talk on 
Edward King and the revival of pastoral theology 
in the Church of England; and in the autumn, on 
3rd October, our speaker will be Dr Allen Warren, 
formerly of the University of York, who will speak 
on Eric Milner White, erstwhile Dean of both King’s 
College, Cambridge and York Minster, and author of 
much devotional material including the significant 
My God My Glory, discursive prayers in a distinctive 
high church vein, a sort of twentieth-century version 
of the Bishop Andrewes Devotions.
	 Do be sure to have a look, if you can, at our website 
as this has recently been revised and improved: 

www.achs.org.uk
Although at this stage it still seems far ahead, I wish 
you all a Happy Christmas, hoping it will at least be 
a better one than last year.

Perry Butler

Thank you very much to those who have 
contributed articles to this edition of the 
Newsletter. We are very fortunate to have 
received such an interesting and varied 

selection. The next edition will appear in May 
2022, and articles may be submitted at any 

time before the end of March to:
 Stephen Savage 

stephen.leeds@btinternet.com

THE SOCIETY FOR THE
MAINTENANCE OF THE FAITH
AND ITS PRESIDENTS

The honour of being elected to the Presidency of 
the Society for the Maintenance of the Faith (SMF) 
in February prompted me not only to explore the 
Society’s origins a little but also to find out something 
about my predecessors.
	 The Society was founded in 1873 by the Revd 
Edmund Gough de Salis Wood (1841-1932) and his 

brother James (1843-1928), a barrister. Ordained 
deacon in 1865, E.G. Wood (as his friends mostly 
called him) was first assistant curate and then vicar 
of St Clement’s, Cambridge for a total of sixty-five 
years: twenty as curate and forty-five as vicar. He was 
made an honorary canon of Ely in 1911.
	 The SMF was one of a number of catholic societies 
that were founded in the second, ‘Ritualist’, phase 
of Anglo-Catholicism. These included the priestly 
Society of the Holy Cross (SSC), of which Fr Wood 
was Master for three separate periods totalling nine 
years, as well as the ‘political’ English Church Union 
and the devotional Confraternity of the Blessed 
Sacrament, in both of which Fr Wood was also active.

The object of the Society for the Maintenance of the 
Faith is “to promote and maintain catholic teaching 
and practice within the Church of England”—
principally through the acquisition and exercise of 
patronage. Unlike other patronage trusts, the Society 
did not purchase patronage, because the founders 
considered trade in patronage to be uncanonical. 
Advowsons (rights of presentation) came to the 
Society by gift or bequest, as they still do today. The 
intention was that SMF would be the main holder 
of patronage for the Catholic Movement, but this 
did not come about: other catholic societies and 
institutions also exercise patronage, although the 
SMF holds more advowsons than any other. I am the 
eleventh layman to have served as President of the 
Society in its almost 150-year history.
	 Not least because of its policy of not purchasing 
advowsons, the number of benefices in the Society’s 
patronage grew only very slowly. Five years after 
its inception it still had none. At a special general 
meeting in January 1878 a motion to dissolve the 
Society was moved: an amendment to give it another 
year’s trial was carried by one vote. It secured its first 
advowson in October 1879, but by 1901, 28 years 
after its inception, it still only had eleven. Of the 94 
advowsons that it currently holds (solely or jointly), 

https://www.achs.org.uk
mailto:stephen.leeds%40btinternet.com?subject=Message%20via%20ACHS%20website
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around fifty were acquired between 1900 and 1939, a 
dozen in the next fifty years and fifteen in the present 
century. In a few cases, this was in exchange for 
advowsons acquired previously.
	 My ten predecessors were as follows.

1.	1873-1878: Lord Eliot (William Eliot, 1829-
1881, from 1877 4th Earl of St Germans

Lord Eliot, the eldest surviving son of the third Earl 
of St Germans, was a member of the diplomatic 
service until 1865 and then Liberal MP for Devonport 
from 1866 to 1868. In 1870 he was summoned to the 
House of Lords during his father’s lifetime by a writ 
of acceleration. He succeeded as fourth Earl of St 
Germans in 1877 but died unmarried in 1881, aged 51.

2.	1878-81, 1889-1901: Octavius Leefe (1827-1901)
Octavius Leefe was a solicitor who lived in Kilburn. 
(His surname was occasionally misspelled ‘Leafe’.) 
A friend of Fr Richard Kirkpatrick, who founded 
St Augustine’s, Kilburn in 1870 and became its first 
vicar, he was a founding member of the committee 
responsible for building the church, which was 
consecrated in 1880. From 1886 until shortly before 
his death he was Treasurer of the English Church 
Union. His eldest son, Drewry Octavius Leefe (1864-
1932), who practised as a solicitor with his father, 
later served as principal lay secretary of the SMF 
and was a churchwarden of St Augustine’s from 1909 
until 1932. (The patronage of St Augustine’s was 
transferred to the SMF by its Trustees in 1954.)

3.	1881-9, 1901-11: Lord Edward Spencer-
Churchill DL (1853-1911)

Lord Edward, the youngest son of the sixth Duke 
of Marlborough, was a Deputy Lieutenant of 
Worcestershire and a member of the House of 
Laymen of the Province of Canterbury. He lived at 
Windsor and worshipped at St Stephen’s, Clewer.

4.	1911-1928: The Duke of Newcastle DL (Henry 
Pelham-Clinton, 1864-1928, 7th Duke of 
Newcastle-under-Lyne)

The Duke of Newcastle was greatly influenced by 
Pusey House, which was founded in 1884, while he 
was an undergraduate at Oxford. The Chapel of St 
Mary the Virgin, designed by Bodley, which he had 
built in the grounds of his seat, Clumber Park, near 
Worksop, in 1886-9 still stands. When in London, 
the Duke worshipped at All Saints, Margaret Street, 
where he was a member of the Church Council from 
1908 and a churchwarden from 1916. He gave the 
church’s silver hanging pyx in 1928 as a memorial to 
choristers who died in the Great War.

The Duke was a close friend of Fr Henry Mackay, an 
Oxford contemporary who was a Priest Librarian at 
Pusey House from 1895 until 1909, when he returned 
to All Saints, Margaret Street (where he had served 
his title) as Vicar. With Fr Mackay he was among the 
twelve original trustees of the Cleaver Ordination 
Candidates Fund, founded in the will of Mrs 
Friederica Frances Swinburne, a member of the All 
Saints congregation who died in 1916. (I also chair 
the Cleaver Fund’s Trustees, with the present Vicar 
of All Saints, the Revd Dr Peter Anthony, as Vice-
Chairman.) The Duke’s marriage being childless, 
Henry Pelham-Clinton was succeeded as Duke of 
Newcastle by his younger brother.

5.	1928-1945: Lord Mamhead DL (Sir Robert 
Newman, Bt, 1871-1945)

Sir Robert succeeded his father as fourth baronet in 
1892. He was MP for Exeter from 1918 to 1931, first 
as a Conservative but from 1927 as an Independent. 
He was also a Deputy Lieutenant, JP and member 
of Devon County Council. He was raised to the 
peerage as Lord Mamhead in 1931, but he remained 
unmarried, so the barony became extinct on his 
death. A sometime President of the English Church 
Union, he was also a member of the House of Laity 
of the Church Assembly and Chairman of its Anglo-
Catholic Group.

6.	1946-1948: The Rt Hon. Sir Henry Slesser 
(1883-1979)

Born Henry Herman Schloesser, Sir Henry changed 
his surname by deed poll in 1914 to Slesser (a 
name sometimes confused with the more common 
‘Slessor’). He had been called to the bar in 1906 



ACHS Newsletter—December 2021 Page 4 of 10

and was appointed standing counsel to the Labour 
Party in 1912. The first of his many publications, 
Trades Union Law, appeared in 1922. In 1924 he 
was appointed Solicitor General in the first Labour 
government, took silk and was knighted. He was 
Labour MP for Leeds South East from 1924 to 1929, 
when Ramsay MacDonald appointed him a Lord 
Justice of Appeal. He retired on health grounds in 
1940. A member of Devon County Council from 
1946 to 1968, he chaired the Dartmoor National 
Park Committee from 1948 to 1964. He was received 
into the Roman Catholic Church in 1948.

7.	 1949-1967: Sir John Best-Shaw, Bt (1895-1984)

Sir John Best-Shaw 
Photograph in the Guardians’ Gallery, 

The College, Walsingham

Sir John served in the Royal Navy in both world wars, 
reaching the rank of Commander. He succeeded his 
father, as 9th baronet, in 1922. In 1956 he assumed 
the name and arms of Best by royal licence and took 
up residence at Boxley Abbey, near Maidstone. A 
Guardian of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 
from the inception of the College of Guardians in 
1931, at his death he was the last surviving member of 
the original college. He was President of the Church 
Union from 1969 to 1971.

8.	1967-1974: Dr Arthur Peck (1902-74)
Dr Arthur Peck, a classicist, was a Fellow of Christ’s 
College, Cambridge, from 1926 until his death, 
serving as Vice-Master from 1957-61. A co-founder 
of the Cambridge Morris Men after the First World 
War, he was Squire (president) of the Morris Ring 
from 1947 to 1951. 

He was also Vice-President of the Hymn 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland and a 
sub-deacon at Little St Mary’s, Cambridge. In  
addition to editions of three of Aristotle’s works, 
his publications included This Church of Christ 
(1955), Anglicanism and Episcopacy (1958) and The 
Book of Hours (1961), a verse translation of Rilke’s 
Stundenbuch.

9.	1974-1999: Dr Paul Kent (1923-2017)
Dr Paul Kent, a research chemist, studied at 
Birmingham University and Princeton before 
moving to Oxford, initially as a member of Jesus 
College. At Christ Church from 1955, he was first 
a Lecturer, then a Student and, from 1956, Dr Lee’s 
Reader in Chemistry. He was awarded a higher 
doctorate (DSc) in 1966. From 1972 he was Master 
of Van Mildert College in Durham University until 
1982, when he retired and returned to Oxford. He 
was a Governor of Pusey House from 1983 to 2000 
and a Vice-President from 2003.

10.	 1999-2018: Dr Brian Hanson CBE (b. 1939)
Dr Brian Hanson was admitted as a solicitor in 1963. 
He joined the staff of the Church Commissioners 
in 1965 and became Assistant Legal Adviser to the 
General Synod in 1970. From 1975 until his retirement 
in 2001 he was Registrar and Legal Adviser to the 
General Synod. He was a Guardian of the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Walsingham from 1984 to 2015, when 
he became a Guardian Emeritus, and a Governor of 
Pusey House from 1993 to 2005, when he became a 
Vice-President. From 2001 to 2015 he was Chairman 
of the House of Laity of the Chichester Diocesan 
Synod. He was appointed CBE in 1996.

Dr Colin Podmore, MBE
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ANGLO-CATHOLIC CHRISTMAS
MUSIC

I was asked to do a second article, on Anglo-Catholic 
Christmas music, as a follow up to the first, which 
appeared in the May edition of the Newsletter, 
although there is very little that is obviously Anglo-
Catholic in origin or style.
	 One of the earlier collections was The Cowley 
Carol Book (Mowbray, 1910) and comparatively 
easy to get secondhand copies although it has long 
been out of print. Its claim to be Anglo-Catholic is 
in its editor, The Revd G.R. Woodward, MA (1838-
1934) who was vicar of Walsingham and Houghton 
in the Dale between 1882 and 1888. He produced a 
few other collections of carols which seem to have 
disappeared without trace. His wife was a member of 
the influential Lee Warner family of Walsingham.

The Cowley Carol Book contained carols for 
Christmas, Epiphany, Easter and Ascension, 
including most notably an early appearance in 
English of This Joyful Eastertide, made slightly more 
jolly by being set in the key of G rather than the more 

sombre F major. Many of the carols were translations 
of original carols in other languages.
	 The Cowley book can be seen very much as a fore-
runner to The Oxford Book of Carols (OUP 1928) 
edited by Martin Shaw (of Anglican Folk Mass fame, 
Percy Dearmer (of St Mary’s Primrose Hill with its 
more English Sarum style of liturgy) and Vaughan 
Williams. Like Woodward, they were happy to 
provide the occasional carol with its original 
words rather than translate into English. Dearmer 
and Vaughan Williams were heavily involved in 
producing the original (1906) English Hymnal, the 
first mainstream Anglican hymn book to have a 
distinctively Catholic ethos.
	 Both the Cowley and Oxford books were 
meticulously scholarly books of their time and laid 
the foundations for later carol collections which 
have become so popular in more recent years but 
left the music is its original, simple form, easy for 
both choirs and congregations to sing unlike many 
modern editions which make them as complex and 
difficult as possible.
	 No doubt some Anglo-Catholic churches had 
locally produced carols for use, perhaps, at Midnight 
Mass. It is difficult to identify these now but one 
has been identified. A setting of O Little Town of-
Bethlehem-was-written for St Alban’s, Holborn, by 
Thomas Adams, an early organist there and sung 
by their choir every Christmas until 1980 but only 
very occasionally after that date. Their practice of 
the choir singing carols to the congregation before 
Midnight Mass has now been discontinued anyway. 
(I am most grateful to Christine Petch, via Stephen & 
Jo Parkinson for this information.)

Malcolm Kemp

ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM COSMO
GORDON LANG

Archbishop Lang’s housekeeper, Mrs Opie, once told 
him how she had caught the bus to go home. As the 
bus passed Lambeth Palace, Mrs Opie overheard the 
woman in front of her ask her husband: “What is that 
big building, dear?” “I think,” her husband answered, 
“it is a girls’ reformatory school.”
	 Lang would have enjoyed that tale. He has come 
to have a reputation for being a bit dour. This is 
only partly true. The Archbishop, like all of us, 
could occasionally be grumpy, but he also enjoyed 
a good sense of humour. There are stories of him 
being doubled up with laughter during a children’s 
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Christmas entertainment at Canterbury, and he 
would often poke fun at himself. One of his stories 
concerned the day the cook prepared a sheep’s brain 
for his lunch. “What is this?” enquired the puzzled 
Archbishop. “These are brains, Your Grace,” replied 
Martha Saville, Lang’s Cockney housemaid who 
worked for him for forty years, “You haven’t had any 
for a long time.” “You needn’t tell me that,” replied 
Lang.
	 Four people were at the centre of Archbishop 
Lang’s household: Mrs Opie and Martha Saville, 
whom we have already met, Walter Wells the 
chauffeur, and John Budden the gardener. Chaplains, 
secretaries, and other domestic staff came and 
went, but these four stayed with Lang for decades. 
Amongst themselves, they would grumble about 
the Archbishop’s foibles and irritating habits, but if 
any visitors to Lambeth dared to criticise Lang, the 
four would defend their Archbishop like a lioness 
defending her cubs. In any age, the way a man or 
woman treats their staff, and how they relate back, is 
an important indication of character.
	 William Cosmo Gordon Lang, the second son 
of Church of Scotland minister the Rev. Dr John 
Marshall Lang and Hannah Lang, was born on 31st 
October 1864 at Fyvie in Aberdeenshire. Lang’s first 
few hours were not easy: “Puir wee lamb, it’ll be a 
mercy if the Lord takes him,” remarked the nurse at 
his birth, but Lang survived and was duly Baptized 
‘William Cosmo Gordon’. 
	 Shortly after Lang’s birth, John Lang returned 
to parish work in Anderston, Glasgow, and then in 
1868 moved to Morningside, Edinburgh. In 1873, 
when Lang was nine, his father returned to Glasgow 
to be minister of the Barony Church, and the family 
lived at 5 Woodlands Terrace. In later years, Lang 
used to like to tell the dramatic tale of the rise of the 
boy from 5 Woodlands Terrace to Lambeth Palace, 
but in truth the family were more comfortably off 
in Glasgow than Lang’s storytelling might imply. 
John Lang’s stipend was £900, two or three times the 
stipend of a Church of England incumbent, and he 
was later granted a coat of arms.
	 Lang was a clever boy and entered Glasgow 
University aged fourteen in 1878. In 1882 he secured 
a place to study at Balliol College, Oxford. In 
Autumn 1887 Lang began to read for the English Bar 
and in 1888 he obtained a Fellowship of All Souls 
College, Oxford. A distinguished career in the Law 
beckoned, but in 1889 Lang’s plans were disarrayed 
by the growing conviction that God had given him a 

vocation to ordination in the Church of England. 
	 After Scottish Presbyterianism, Lang was 
attracted not to Anglican Evangelicalism, but to 
Anglo-Catholicism. The Anglo-Catholicism Lang 
encountered in the late 1880s and early 1890s was 
a vibrant and growing force within the Church of 
England. It principally expressed itself through more 
careful and sacramental worship and spirituality. 
There was also a strong social concern amongst 
Anglo-Catholics, whose parishes were frequently to 
be found in poorer districts. 
	 In August 1889 Lang entered Cuddesdon 
theological college in Oxfordshire. He was ordained 
Deacon in 1890 and Priest in 1891. Lang almost 
returned to All Souls College as chaplain and bursar, 
but in the end he decided he needed to leave Oxford 
and accepted a curacy in Yorkshire at Leeds Parish 
Church.
	 Lang was clever, and he knew it. He wanted to use 
his great gifts and ‘get on’. At the same time he had 
a humble streak and wanted to help the poor and 
suffering. He returned to Oxford as Dean of Divinity 
at Magdalen College and later Vicar of the University 
Church. He then became Vicar of Portsea, a large 
and challenging parish in Portsmouth, where he 
attracted the attention of Queen Victoria, across the 
Solent at Osborne House. In 1901 Lang was appointed 
Suffragan Bishop of Stepney, and in 1908 he enjoyed a 
meteoric rise to become Archbishop of York. Twenty 
years later he was translated to Canterbury, where he 
remained until his retirement in 1942.
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	 He died in 1945 of a heart attack brought on 
whilst hurrying to have tea with Ann Todd, the 
blonde actress for whom he had long harboured a 
secret romantic tendresse.
	 Lang is perhaps best known for an unwise radio 
broadcast he made following the Abdication of 
Edward VIII in 1936. Every word he said was true, 
but it would have been better to remain silent. A wag 
later commented:

My Lord Archbishop, what a scold you are!
And when your man is down, how bold you are!
Of Christian charity how scant you are!
And, auld Lang swine, how full of cant you are!

Lang managed to conceal his actual role in the 
Abdication Crisis. Tucked away in the papers of 
Stanley Baldwin, I discovered documentary evidence 
that Lang and the Prime Minister had both come 
to realise that Edward VIII—who was infatuated 
with the unsuitable Wallis Simpson—was quixotic 
and unsuited to reign. The Prime Minister and the 
Archbishop had collaborated to ease Edward VIII off 
his throne and into exile, to be succeeded as King 
by his much more suitable brother, George VI. There 
would have been an outcry had their role been known 
at the time, and both men took pains to cover their 
tracks. With the benefit of hindsight, they probably 
did the country a great service.
	 To my mind, Lang’s most significant work as 
Archbishop came during the first three years of the 
Second World War. Lang coped with the extra stress 
and strain and proved to be a surprisingly effective 
wartime archbishop. He was clear in his mind that 
Hitler and the Nazi regime were an evil that needed 
to be vanquished, and that no negotiated settlement 
after Dunkirk would do. He used his skills as a pastor, 
administrator and preacher to keep his Church going 
in wartime and to support his country’s cause. 
	 William Temple and later Geoffrey Fisher 
continued many of the practices and policies already 
established by Lang. Lang survived to see the end of 
the war, living in King’s Cottage, Kew, a grace and 
favour residence provided by George VI.
	 I was once asked whether I thought Cosmo Lang 
had been a great Archbishop of Canterbury. I replied 
that I did not: great Archbishops, like great parish 
priests, are a comparative rarity. But I have no doubt 
that Lang was a good Archbishop and indeed a very 
good Archbishop. His adopted Church of England 
came to owe him a great debt of gratitude for his 
teaching, wisdom and long years of hard slog.

	 Lang was also a very human figure, with his 
fair share of quirks and foibles. One of these, I was 
surprised to discover, was a love of speed. He was 
the first Archbishop to fly in a plane. He loved being 
driven fast. On one occasion when Walter Wells was 
driving Lang from Canterbury back to London, their 
car was overtaken by that of Bishop Winnington-
Ingram of London, who gave his Archbishop a 
cheeky wave. “Faster, Walter,” Lang urged, “we can’t 
have that.” The Archbishop and Bishop of London 
raced each other through Kent, all the way back to 
London. Lang won and got there first. For his sake, 
one is rather glad that speed cameras had not yet 
been invented.

Dr Robert Beaken*
* author of  Cosmo Lang: Archbishop in War and Crisis, 
published by T & T Clark in August 2021. This article was 
first published in the Church of England Newspaper.

Our 2021 book

Price £12 for one copy, £20 for two, inclusive of 
postage, from: Michael Yelton, 211 Hills Road, 
Cambridge CB2 8RN
	 Regrettably the cost of postage abroad is now very 
high and any copies outside of the UK will require a 
further £10 per book, for which we apologise.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Nuns Across the Orange 
by Michael Sparrow
published by Sunbonani 
Books in South Africa.

Available as a printed 
book only from 
the publishers, or 
downloadable as an 
e-book

Interest in the history of the many communities of 
women, and the rather few communities of men, 
which sprang up in the Anglican Communion, 
mainly during the late nineteenth century, continues 
to grow. Many of those communities are now defunct 
and their decline does not make for happy reading, 
particularly in the case of those orders which had 
very large premises which were gradually emptied as 
new recruits failed to appear and the professed aged 
and died.
	 This book deals with the history of the Community 
of St Michael and All Angels, the mother house 
of which was in Bloemfontein in South Africa. It 
was established in 1874 and was the first Anglican 
sisterhood in Africa. It had the advantage over many 
of its counterpart communities in England of being 
founded by the bishop, Allan Webb. His predecessor 
had founded a community for men, the Missionary 
Brotherhood of St Augustine, but ultimately that 
failed and its work was taken over by the Society of 
the Sacred Mission. It was dissolved as early as 1902.
	 The author was the Warden of the English 
Associates of the CSM&AA, but has had a long 
connection to the sisters from the time he was a 
child. He has delved into the archives, and the result 
is a comprehensive account of the growth and then 
decline of the community: it followed a pattern 
similar to that of similar bodies in this country, 
in that it had more than 40 professed sisters at the 
end of the Second World War, but in 2016 the last 
member, Sister Joan, died at a great age.
	 Entering a community in the nineteenth century 
was for most of the recruits a revolutionary change 
in their way of life, especially for those from a 
comfortable background. Not only did discipline 
replace ease, but sisters were exposed to social 
conditions which were outside of their experience. 

This was compounded in the case of this community 
because of the difficulty in travel in the Orange 
Free State at the time of the establishment of the 
community. There were neither railways nor proper 
roads, and the sisters (in their habits) travelled 
around by donkey or ox cart.
	 The sisters were Anglophone and initially largely 
drawn from England and as well as the conditions in 
South Africa they had to contend with the animosity 
between the white races, which led to hostilities, 
including the Boer War and much later to the 
setting up of the apartheid system which prevented 
the majority black community from worshipping 
with the minority white community. The work of 
the sisters involved nursing, teaching, and other 
activities. A variety of branches were established, 
which included a London house in Peckham, which 
was set up in 1937 but was rendered uninhabitable 
by bombing in the War, so the sisters had to move to 
a new property in Sutton, Surrey, but in due course 
that was let out.
	 A visitation in 1959 referred to a failure by the 
senior sisters to hand over sufficient functions 
to the younger members, and in 1965, when the 
community was 91 years old, there had only been 
three Mothers Superior, the last two of whom had 
governed for a total of 78 years. Some thought that so 
much stability had led to stagnation, and a period of 
decline followed which is sensitively chronicled. As 
late as 1970, a new chapel and community house was 
constructed, with room for 32 sisters. By 1993 there 
were only six sisters and another move was needed.
	 This is a careful, well-written, account of the long 
and varied history of the CSM&AAA which is very 
unlikely to be repeated and is fair, not uncritical 
but comprehensive. It is highly recommended to 
those interested in the development of Anglican 
sisterhoods and of the Church in South Africa.

Michael Yelton

A History of the Church
of the Holy Redeemer,
Clerkenwell 
by Michael Riddell
published by Shakespeare 
Editorial

Available at £15.99 
including P&P from:
https://holyredeemer 
clerkenwell.com/
product/book/

https://holyredeemerclerkenwell.com/product/book/
https://holyredeemerclerkenwell.com/product/book/
https://holyredeemerclerkenwell.com/product/book/


ACHS Newsletter—December 2021 Page 9 of 10

the disruptive effects of the issue of the ordination of 
women on the parish.
	 This history is a different creature altogether from 
most parish histories and is far superior to them. It is 
also exceptionally reasonably priced. It is very highly 
recommended indeed.

Michael Yelton

The Old Convent, East 
Grinstead from 1970 to 
the Present Day 
by Dr Kathryn Ferry
published by The Old 
Covent, East Grinstead

Available to order from 
the publisher’s website

The website <https://oldconvent1865.com> tells us:
	 Dr Kathryn Ferry’s absorbing new book examines 
how the architecture of the Old Convent reflects 
cultural and religious movements of the mid-19th 
century. In 1855 John Mason Neale established an 
Anglo-Catholic order of nuns in East Grinstead, 
known as the Society of St Margaret (SSM). The 
Society’s core mission was to nurse the rural 
poor but within a decade, it was also running an 
orphanage, St Agnes’ girls’ school and workroom 
for the production of ecclesiastical embroidery. Such 
was its success that from its Sussex headquarters, 
the SSM took its charitable work across the globe 
with daughter houses in America, South Africa and 
Sri Lanka. The expanding scale of the SSM mission 
meant that by the 1880s its convent was the largest 
Anglican religious house in England.
	 St Margaret’s Convent was designed by pre-
eminent Victorian architect George Edmund 
Street. A friend of John Mason Neale, Street gave 
his services for free to create a complex of buildings 
that stand as a key monument in the Gothic Revival, 
also anticipating the Arts and Crafts vocabulary of 
Street’s pupils Philip Webb and Richard Norman 
Shaw. 
	 Illustrated with contemporary photographs, 
historic photographs and prints along with some 
of Street’s original coloured drawings, the new 
history of The Old Convent, East Grinstead is the 
most comprehensive and authoritative work on 

Nicholas Riddell, like the writer, is a retired Circuit 
Judge who has turned his hand to chronicling various 
church buildings in London. His latest offering sets 
out the history of an important and well-known 
church, Our Most Holy Redeemer in Clerkenwell, 
and the result is a comprehensive history which is 
well illustrated and is being sold at a bargain price 
(there are more than 400 pages and the production is 
absolutely excellent).
	 This book is more than a parish history, 
interesting though that is: it deals with the social 
history of the Clerkenwell area, as well as the building 
there of the church in an Italian Renaissance style, 
and its vicissitudes over the years. The early years 
are of interest, as is the rise and fall of the now 
forgotten church of St Philip, Granville Square. The 
construction of the new church and the decision to 
adopt a unique style of architecture to it is dealt with 
in detail, and vivid pictures are given of the main 
participants. There are some diversions but they are 
of interest—for example in the life of the Revd John 
Cyril Hawes, later Monsignor Hawes, an architect-
priest who had been a curate in Clerkenwell and 
whose biography, The Hermit of Cat Island, was later 
written by Peter Anson.
	 The church has apparently some 33 boxes 
of archival material—would that others did—
and Nicholas Riddell has mined these to give us 
portraits of the successive vicars of the parish. The 
first priest, Father E.V. Eyre, almost literally wore 
himself out in the service of the church and then 
retreated to a country living in Northumberland. 
Others followed: they had to cope with a progressive 
depopulation of the area as slums were cleared, and 
in more recent years with its gentrification. The 
parish priest in the post-First World War period 
was the Revd E.A. Dawson, known by the tabloids 
as ‘the Red Vicar’ because of his support for left-
wing causes. He worked very hard but upset some 
of the congregation with his political views and his 
sometimes ill-timed jocularity. He was replaced by 
the Revd F.E.P.S. Langton, later parish priest of St 
Mary, Bourne Street, whose commitment was equal 
to that of his predecessors but who began lamenting 
a decline in attendance, paralleling the reduction in 
the local population. What is impressive in this book 
is that the post-1945 period is dealt with in detail in 
a way that it often is not. Well-known priests such 
as the Revd D.N. Chamberlin and the saintly Revd 
Peter Laister have their ministry discussed, as do 
those who followed, and the author does not avoid 

https://oldconvent1865.com
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this remarkable story of ambition, drive, courage 
and hard work underpinned by an unwavering 
devotion to Christianity and trust in God. Dr Ferry 
argues that the Sisters were early feminists, educated 
women taking charge of their own destiny at a time 
when they were expected to spend their adult lives 
as wives and mothers, dependent upon and ruled by 
their husbands.
	 You can order the book (£27.50 plus £3.50 for post 
and packing) via the website; or obtain a copy from 
The Bookshop, 22 High Street, East Grinstead, West 
Sussex, RH19 3AW

Father Timothy Michael James 
Van Carrapiett

We were sorry to learn that one of our very 
first members, Father Timothy Van Carrapiett, 

died on 5th July. He passed away peacefully, 
and only a few moments before was laughing 
and joking with the medics! He had a joyous 

sense of fun, chuckling till the end quite 
literally! After Chichester Theological College 

he served curacies in the north-east before 
becoming priest-in-charge of South Elmsall, 

(Wakefield); then to incumbencies first in 
Truro and then Chichester dioceses. Before 
retirement from full time ministry he was 

vicar of Bexhill. May he rest in peace.
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MINUTES OF THE A.G.M. 2021

The Annual General Meeting of the Anglo-
Catholic History Society was held at 6.30pm on 
Monday 4th October 2021 at St Clement Danes. 
The Chairman, Fr Perry Butler, opened the 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Apologies were received from: Canon A.J. Boyd, 
Alan Worsfold, Fr John Morgan-Guy, Bishop 
Frank Sargeant, Fr Jonathan Elcock, Revd A.H. 
Townsend, Bishop Peter Wheatley, Prebendary 
Patrick Tuft, Ken Powell, Canon Peter Clark.

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report: Michael Yelton 
reported that our publication in 2020—Twenty 
Priests for Twenty Years—had sold well, with just 
a few now left. Our Anglo-Catholic Miscellany of 
2021 is now available and sales had begun well.
	 We have 264 members. There is quite a large 
turnover but we still have about one third of 
the original membership. We are financially 
sound. Activities and therefore expenditure 
have been curtailed by the restrictions of the 
pandemic. Various ideas for publications are 
under consideration; and perhaps we might 
have a Walk or Trip next year.

Elections: The existing members of the 
Committee were willing to stand again. These 
were proposed, en bloc, by Canon Andrew Grant 
and seconded by Fr Clive Ross. In addition, 
Colin Podmore was proposed by Stephen Savage 
and seconded by Michael Yelton. The Chairman 
explained that there will be some redistribution 

of responsibilities as, after many years of hard 
work, Brent Skelly had expressed a wish to 
reduce his workload. He was thanked by the 
Chairman for his diligent efforts, maintaining 
the work of the Society on a day-to-day basis 
and allowing the Committee to meet in his 
house. Fortunately he will continue to serve on 
the Committee.

Subscriptions are due on 1st January and the 
Chairman stressed the advantages of paying 
by Standing Order. The website has been 
revised and updated. The Facebook Group is 
kept under review. It helps to make the Society 
better known. We have given a Book Grant to 
Stephen Griffiths who is researching The Oxford 
Movement and Orthodoxy, for an Edinburgh 
University Doctorate. Our Archives are kept at 
Pusey House where they are safe and accessible.

Lectures have been arranged for 2022: 24th 
January Nigel Aston the High Church Move
ment before the Tractarians; 13th June Robin 
Ward on Bishop Edward King; 3rd October Dr 
Alan Warren on Eric Milner White.

There being no further business the Chairman 
moved on to explain that our designated lecturer 
for this evening was unable to attend and the 
gap was filled at short notice by Michael Yelton 
who spoke about his research on the history of 
the Community of the Reparation to Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament.



BOOK SEARCH
I am always keen to obtain any books—even odd volumes, and 
regardless of content—from the March Phillipps de Lisle library (sold 
1943), formerly Garendon Hall (demolished 1964), near Loughborough, 
Leicestershire.

We want any items which contain one of our bookplates (one of them 
is shown in the illustration), or any books inscribed ‘Garendon’ or 
‘Gracediue’. Also any books containing the signatures of Thomas March, 
Thomas March Phillipps, Ambrose Lisle Phillipps, March Phillipps de 
Lisle, and variants thereof.

Collectors, libraries and institutions not normally wishing to part with 
any such items, may care to consider negotiating a suitable exchange 
with, if required, some adjustment.

Please contact:
The Squire de Lisle
Cold Newton Lodge
Billesdon
Leics. LE7 9JD

Tel/Fax 0116 259 6987


